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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 10, 11, 19, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burton (GB 2,348,087 A, provided by applicant). 

4. In regards to claim 10, Burton discloses a method for receiving data in a wireless 
communication system comprising steps of: receiving data over a control channel to produce 
received data; determining an energy metric for the received data; comparing the determined 
energy metric to a threshold; and ignoring the received data when the energy metric compares 
unfavorably with the threshold. Paragraph 2 on page 3 discloses comparing an energy metric of 
received data and erasing the data if the comparison is unfavorable. Burton does not disclose the 
channel as a control channel, but it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
apply the method to traffic and control channels because it is at least equally important to ensure 
correct reception of control channels as traffic channels. If control information is not correctly 
received then data on the traffic channel cannot be properly decoded. 
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5. In regards to claim 11, Burton discloses the method of claim 10, wherein the received 
data comprises a frame and wherein the step of determining an energy metric comprises a step of 
computing an energy corresponding to a data field of the frame. Page 2 discloses using frames. 
Pages 3-4 disclose the energy metric is based upon PBER, which is calculated from the data field 
of the frame. 

6. In regards to claim 19, Burton discloses the method of claim 10, but not wherein the 
control channel is a shared control channel. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to apply the method to traffic and control channels because it is at least equally 
important to ensure correct reception of control channels as traffic channels. If control 
information, regardless of whether the control channel is dedicated or shared, is not correctly 
received then data on the traffic channel cannot be properly decoded. 

7. Claim 26 is rejected upon the same grounds as claim 10. Claim 26 is a device with a 
receiver and processor to carry out the method of claim 10. Page 1 discloses a GSM receiver. A 
GSM receiver inherently includes a processor. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-9 and 20-25 are allowed. 

9. Claims 12-18 and 27-30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Claims 1 and 20 disclose a method and device to determine if shared control channel data was 
correctly received. 
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a. Holma (WO 01/03332 Al, provided by applicant) discloses a method ensuring 
bursts are correctly received. Received bursts are compared to a threshold, which is 
based on previously received bursts. If the comparison is not favorable the burst is 
ignored (pg 4 lines 10-24). However, the control channel used to inform the receiver of 
its training sequence is a dedicated channel. A dedicated channel is not susceptible to the 
problem that is to be solved by the instant application. Specifically, the receiver cannot 
decode data meant for another receiver because there is no such other data on a dedicated 
channel. Claims 1 and 20 specifically state that the received data to be compared is from 
a shared control channel. Holma uses a shared channel and a dedicated control channel 
and therefore does not provide a teaching, suggestion, or motivation to produce the 
invention of claims 1 or 20. 

b. Burton discloses a method of comparing the energy of a received frame to a 
stored frame. The method may be applied to any channel, i.e. either data or control 
channels. If the energies differ by more than a threshold value the received frame is 
erased. Burton does not disclose erasing received data from both a control channel and a 
data channel if a received frame on one of the channels compares unfavorably to the 
threshold and is erased. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kellerman discloses using an energy metric to compare received signals. The 
comparison determines if the received signal is in a message or pause state. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kerri M. Dyke whose telephone number is (571) 272-0542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3 126. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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